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About Peninsula College

Our Mission, Core Themes, and Guiding Principles

Peninsula College educates diverse populations of learners through community-engaged programs and
services that advance student equity and success.

Statement of Mission
Peninsula College Board of Trustees, August 2019

Core Themes
Advancing Student Success
Support students in achieving their educational goals

Achieving Academic Excellence
Provide engaging, high quality academic and professional-technical programs

Fostering Equity and Inclusion
Eliminate systemic disparities in educational outcomes

Strengthening Communities
Strengthens the economic and cultural vitality of its service region and beyond

Guiding Principles
The college community is guided by the following principles:

The teaching/learning process is at the center of the mission of Peninsula College.

Members of the campus community will treat each other with mutual respect and dignity.

Members of the campus community will be open and honest in their communications.

Members of the campus community will promote a positive work environment and avoid adversarial
relationships.

Each member of the campus community will act ethically and with integrity.

The campus will engage in collaborative decision-making processes.

Core Themes

Advancing Student Success
Support students in achieving their educational goals.

Achieving Academic Excellence
Provide engaging, high-quality academic and professional technical programs.

Fostering Equity and Inclusion
Eliminate systemic disparities in educational outcomes.

Strengthening Communities
Strengthen the economic and cultural vitality of its service region and beyond.

Guiding Principles
The college community is guided by the following principles:
- The teaching/learning process is at the center of the mission of Peninsula College.

Members of the campus community will treat each other with mutual respect and dignity.
Members of the campus community will be open and honest in their communications.
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Members of the campus community will promote a positive work environment and avoid adversarial
relationships.

Each member of the campus community will act ethically and with integrity.

The campus will engage in collaborative decision-making processes.

Peninsula College Board of Trustees

Michael Maxwell, Chair

Joe Floyd, Vice Chair

Claire Roney, Member

Joe Floyd, Member

Celeste Schoenthaler, Member

pencol.edu/aboutpc/board

About Peninsula College

At Peninsula College, our unique environment encourages you to explore new possibilities. We're innovative and
student centered with excellent faculty and small classes. Our learning facilities feature striking architecture
and classrooms with advanced instructional technology and equipment. We offer international learning
experiences and are actively involved in our local community. What’s more, we provide many extracurricular
opportunities: champion athletic teams, student clubs and activities, and an array of cultural and fine arts events
throughout the year.

The Olympic Peninsula provides an extraordinary setting for Peninsula College. The surrounding mountains,
forests, and the ocean provide you with opportunities to participate in outdoor learning and recreational
experiences that are unequalled at other college locations in Washington.

The services and activities of Port Angeles, the largest city on the North Olympic Peninsula, are easily
accessible, and students and community members alike enjoy the opportunity to work together on projects and
special festivals that involve both groups.

Major cities, such as Seattle and Victoria, British Columbia, are only a few hours away, while major Native
American museums and a United Nations World Heritage Site—Olympic National Park—are practically at our
doorstep.

Areas of Study

When you have a clear college plan, you're more likely to achieve your academic goals and save yourself time
and money in the process. With this in mind, we've adopted a Guided Pathways approach to help you complete
programs faster.

By grouping courses together in a clear path, you're able to make the most efficient use of your time, whether
you're working toward a career immediately after graduation or transferring to a university to continue your
education. Advisors will work closely with you to identify your path, keep you on it, and help you graduate sooner.

With a particular focus on low-income, first-generation students and students of color, Washington's state-wide
Guided Pathways efforts aim to help more of our students earn credentials to prepare them to enter careers in
higher-paying, high-demand fields.

Under Guided Pathways you'll choose a program from within seven Areas of Study: Arts & Communications,

Business & Management, Healthcare, Information Technology, Math & Science, Skilled Trades, and Social
Sciences & Education.
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Opportunities in the Arts and Sciences

If you're pursuing a transfer degree you'll find many exciting opportunities to explore and develop passions for a
full range of academic and artistic pursuits. Each year student talents are celebrated through a week-long
Student Arts Week, which showcases craftsmanship in a variety of areas, from acting to music to art and more.
Included in the events are concerts by the PC Instrumental Jazz and Vocal Ensembles, poetry and prose
readings, a special student art show, a Junk Art Welding show, and an end-of-term concert by the music
department.

Peninsula College Honors students work independently with faculty mentors on capstone projects that the
students present each spring to the campus and community at the spring Honors Symposium. In addition,
Honors students sponsor events and activities through Lyceum, the Honors Club.

Our journalism students work on a prize-winning student newspaper, The Buccaneer. They also regularly attend
conferences to learn more about the art of journalism.

Students and community members can contribute original writing, photographs, music, and works of art to
Peninsula College’s award-winning literary arts magazine, Tidepools. Cash prizes are awarded to first, second,
and third-place winners. All of the contributors are honored with a reception in the spring and give several
readings in our local communities.

Numerous research and travel opportunities are available to our science students, who study and work in
Keegan Hall, our Science and Technology Building. Research opportunities abound on the Peninsula.
Outstanding outdoor resources, such as Olympic National Park and state and national forests, encourage
scientific inquiry and lead to exciting projects. But this is only the start; many more opportunities exist and are
waiting to be explored.

Under Guided Pathways, students interested in pursuing an Arts and Sciences transfer degree can choose an
Area of Study in Arts & Communications, Social Science & Education, or Math & Science.

Honors Program

If you're looking for a one-of-a-kind experience designed for highly motivated students who seek to be engaged
in an intensive learning process, our Honors Program is for you. You'll make connections among ideas while
developing critical thinking skills as you pursue an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree. You'll

apply your mastery of knowledge to the design and completion of a comprehensive capstone project. You may
work with a faculty mentor on a project the faculty member is conducting, or develop a project that is uniquely
your own.

Locations

Port Angeles

Peninsula College's main campus is located in the city of Port Angeles on 75 acres in the foothills of the Olympic
Mountains. Twenty-five buildings provide facilities for students who attend PC from all over the United States
and the world.

PC Forks

Our West End location is located in the heart of the Olympic Peninsula in central Forks, Washington. The site
offers academic, professional, and technical, Basic Education for Adults (Transitional Studies) and ESL (English
as a Second Language) courses, as well as a full range of student support services. A learning center is staffed
to provide academic or technical support to students enrolled in online or face-to-face classes.

PC Port Townsend
Peninsula College at Port Townsend is located in the beautiful park setting of historic Fort Worden. Our award-
winning small campus and caring staff can help students work toward their academic goals.

Onsite classes, as well as online and Zoom courses, make it possible for East Jefferson County residents to fulfill
the requirements for a Peninsula College two-year degree, one-year certificate, or short-term certificate.
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PC Forks

Our West End location is is located in the heart of the Olympic Peninsula in central Forks, Washington. The site
offers academic, professional technical, Basic Education for Adults (Transitional Studies) and ELA (English
Language Acquisition) courses, as well as a full range of student support services. A learning center is staffed to
provide academic or technical support to students enrolled in on-line or face-to-face classes.

Our History

Peninsula College celebrated its 60th Anniversary during the 2021-2022 academic year. The college was
founded in 1961 because a group of local citizens wanted to be able to continue their educations without having
to travel great distances to college centers in Bremerton or across Puget Sound. The first classes were held in a
small building on the Port Angeles High School campus, but the number of students who enrolled in the college
quickly became more than the available facilities could accommodate, and plans were soon underway to build a
permanent campus elsewhere in the city.

Construction of the new campus began in 1964, and a year later the first classes were held on the present PC
site with additional classes being offered all across our district. Today, the main campus spreads out over 75
acres of land in the foothills of the Olympic Mountains, overlooking the city of Port Angeles and its busy,
international harbor.

Our facilities include a Student Services Center; Maier Performance Hall; Allied Health and Early Childhood
Education Building; Arts and Humanities Building; a new Science and Technology Building

and 7a?k"ustanawix” House of Learning Peninsula College Longhouse; Library/Media Center; computer labs; a
lecture hall; and a student union building, known as the Pirate Union Building or PUB. The PUB houses a theater,
art gallery, Pirate Cove Cafe, Bookaneer bookstore, lounge area, Internet café, performance areas, and student
government offices.

Maier Hall is the largest building on campus, with 62,950 square feet. The intimate 130-seat performance hall is
the centerpiece of the facility. Outfitted with the latest in sound and lighting equipment, it has been physically
shaped to provide superb acoustics and ideal conditions for music, lectures, or poetry readings. Completely
equipped art and ceramic studios and spacious music practice and rehearsal rooms allow students to fully
explore all of the arts and discover their talents. Rounding out the facility are classrooms, a Transitional Studies
Center, faculty offices, and a learning lab area that includes computer, math, English, and foreign language labs.

The 56,000 square-foot Keegan Hall Science and Technology Building contains a lecture hall, 13 labs, five
classrooms, faculty offices, and two conference rooms in two separate wings—a Science Wing and a
Technology Wing.

Situated between Maier Hall and Keegan Hall is a sighature art and water sculpture that invites students and
visitors alike to sit in a relaxing atmosphere that echoes the natural environment of the Olympic Peninsula.
Seven of the most prominent mountain peaks in the Olympic Mountain range have been recreated in aluminum
and mounted on basalt columns that are situated in water pools. The effect is an oasis of calm and reflection in
the middle of a busy campus.

Standing in a grove of cedar trees, Pa?k"ustanawtx® House of Learning, Peninsula College Longhouse was the
first longhouse in the nation built on a community college campus. The vision of a Longhouse as a center for
cultural expression and educational achievement for all students and community members has collaboratively
been woven together by Peninsula College and the six local tribes: Hoh River Chalat’, Quileute, Makah, Port
Gamble S’Klallam, Jamestown S’Klallam, and Lower Elwha Klallam.

In 2007, leaders from the six local tribes and the College opened 7a?k Yustanawt x¥ House of Learning,

Peninsula College Longhouse with a cedar bark ribbon-cutting ceremony. This ceremony was the culmination of
more than two years of planning and construction and honored important tribal and community relationships.

In fall 2010, tribal leaders, elders, and youth from all six tribal nations and community members joined Peninsula
College to witness and celebrate the historic raising of a 20-foot Welcome Pole at the entrance to the
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Longhouse. The Welcome Pole was carved on campus by Jamestown S’Klallam master carver, Jeff Monson,
from a pole graciously donated by the Lower Elwha Tribe. The college celebrated the tenth anniversary of the
PaTk “ustanawt x* House of Learning, Peninsula College Longhouse in 2017 and 2018 with an artist
retrospective and a celebration honoring the tribes and those instrumental in its construction.

The 26,680 square-foot library is a centrally located campus resource with a smart classroom, individual and
group study areas, conference rooms, print and electronic collections, and research workstations. Students are
able to engage in reading, studying, and collaborative learning.

In 2015 Peninsula College celebrated the grand reopening of our Forks location in a new, state-of-the-art-
facility.

In 2016, the college opened a newly renovated building on the Fort Worden campus in Port Townsend. In 2017,
the new Allied Health and Early Childhood Development Building opened on the Port Angeles campus.

The Allied Health and Early Childhood Education Building is the College’s newest building and houses the
instructional programs of Nursing, Medical Assisting, Medical Office Assisting, Phlebotomy, Nursin